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Four Okinawa communities, US Marine Corps

sign disaster evacuation plan
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Marine Corps Installations Pacific signed Local Implementation Agreements at Camp Foster, Nov. 7, 2022. This is the first time all
four community leaders have met at once to sign an LIA.
Maj. Gen. Stephen E. Liszewski, center, commanding general of Marine Corps Installations Pacific, invited, from left to right,
Mayor Hajime Nakama of Kin Town, Vice Mayor Akira Nakamatsu of Chatan Town, Mayor Masanori Matsugawa of Ginowan City,
Vice Mayor Chiemi Oshiro of Urasoe City, and commanders of Camps Hansen, Foster, and Kinser to a signing ceremony at Camp
Foster. The LIA allows residents in those cities and towns access to respective camps in an event of natural disaster. An LIA was
first signed with MCIPAC in 2012 and has been renewed every five years since.
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Big Circle

Big Circle is an authorized
publication of the United States
Marine Corps. However, the
contents of Big Circle are not
necessarily official views of, or
endorsed by, the Marine Corps,
U.S. Government, or Department
of Defense. It is published every
four months by Communication
Strategy and Operations, Marine
Corps Installations Pacific.

Big Circle is on the Web at
https://www.dvidshub.net/
publication/1184/the-big-circle.

Email subscriptions to this
publication are available
online by subscribing via
https://www.dvidshub.net/
publication/1184/the-big-
circle. Subscribers will receive
an e-mail when the latest issue
has been published on the
Web. The publication can be
viewed in PDF format online or
downloaded.

We want your feedback on the Big
Circle magazine! Please take our
survey and let us know what you
think by visiting this link: https://
bit.ly/201q125

(Photo by Yoshie Makiyama / B& & Lg3T)
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NOTE: The stories start from here for
English readers. Big Circle's first page
starts based on the Japanese style.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF CAMP
FUJI AND ITS EMPLOYEES

Combined Arms Training Center
Camp Fuiji

Col. Neil J. Owens

Combined Arms Training Center (CATC) Camp
Fuji is a MCIPAC installation located on the
eastern slopes of iconic Mount Fuji. We provide
U.S. Forces with the premier training facility in
Japan, support operational plans, and strength-
en relationships with joint and Japanese partners
in order to ensure that U.S. forward-deployed and
forward-based forces are ready to uphold our treaty
obligations to the people of Japan under the U.S.-Japan Alliance. We
do this by facilitating Il Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF) and joint
training in the East Fuji Maneuver Area and North Fuji Maneuver
Area, and by establishing close and cooperative relationships with
the many Japan Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) garrisons that
are based in the immediate vicinity.

We have a small staff of about 400 Marines, sailors, and civilian
employees. Japanese Master Labor Contract (MLC) and Independent
Hiring Agreement (IHA) employees comprise almost 40% of our
staff, and they are absolutely essential to the successful execution of
camp operations. Our Japanese employees are fully involved in ev-
erything we do: they are involved in the camp’s operations, logistics,
and administration; they facilitate and interpret our engagements
with JGSDF and municipal officials; they conduct and supervise facil-
ity and motor vehicle maintenance; they keep us fed; they protect us
by providing perimeter and internal security; and they keep us safe
through the constant vigilance exercised by the fire and emergency
services section. In this respect the Japanese employees aboard
CATC Fuji are no different than those aboard any other Japan-based
MCIPAC installation: through their hard work and professionalism
they provide an indispensable contribution to the Marine Corps’
basing in Japan, and thus they contribute directly to the continued
maintenance of Japan's security.

On November 4, 2022, Sgt. Maj. Paz and | had the great privilege of
recognizing ten CATC Fuji MLC/IHA employees during a Length of
Service Award Ceremony. The employees that we recognized had all
contributed either ten, twenty, or thirty years of honorable, faithful
and professional service to CATC Fuji. The Sgt. Maj. and | said a few
words of introduction and thanks before presenting each of the
awardees with a congratulatory certificate signed by Lt. Gen. Bier-
man, the Ill MEF commanding general, but nothing we said or did
that day could fully capture the deep gratitude and heartfelt thank
you that we owe each and every one of the MLCs/IHAs who support
the Marine Corps here in Japan.

Fr T ELTRSET — VIV AKEDERBNDOEARGERIF2NA—IN,
Japanese translation on page 2.

Owens is a former director of G7, Government and External Af-
fairs, MCIPAC. He left Okinawa and assumed command of CATC
Camp Fuji in May 17, 2022.
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Program at Camp Lester, Oct. 1-2, 2022. wished to take part in the program. O THMILBEEBECT TLEFE CELATERYAELE tEns | oBwm Y 17
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year.

According to Miranda Ferguson, Pacific region
communications director of DoDEA, the 2022 school
year was the first year after the start of the COVID-19
pandemic that the YEP is scheduled at U.S. military
bases throughout Japan. The partnership provides
an opportunity for Japanese and DoDEA students to
participate in educational and cultural exchange during
the two-day program.

Eleven eighth graders from LMS and 10 junior high
students from Ginowan participated.

The students from Ginowan were selected through a : ;
speech contest during the previous school year in which ' N
they could have had a chance to participate in the study
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pallet while they engaged in the clean-  City Great East Japan Earthquake
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YOUTH P Continued from Page 20

her language training in Tokyo in
August, the English teacher spoke

in a way that was easy for the
students to understand (by breaking
up sentences). However, after
explaining her concern that this

would not be the case when speaking

English with local people abroad
solely on her own, she smiled and
said "but today, surprisingly, | was
able to communicate with my own
words, writing, and gestures, so |
am very happy. It was really a good
experience."

She thought it was refreshing to see
that LMS is not like Japanese schools
even though it is in Japan. Sato was
also surprised to see the atmosphere
of American students was similar
to that of Japanese. They were
also nervous and tense at first but
gradually began to open up, laughing
and talking.

On the first day of the program,
the students were divided into four
groups. They introduced themselves
to each other, came up with names
for their groups, played games,
introduced others in the opposite
language, talked about culture
shocks and gave presentations.

On the second day, they compared
their daily life as a student to find the
differences and similarities in culture
and lifestyle of both countries.

live and made
presentations.
“Even though |
speak Japanese
at home, it’s
just a language
| know, not the
culture,” said

Ray Bragdon, evaluation time.
12, a student 2
from LMS, B E.

whose mother

is Japanese. “During this program,
| learned a lot about Japanese
culture.”

Claire Deisley, 13, an LMS student,
participated because she wanted
to speak Japanese with exchange
students. Since she had lived in
Yokosuka for five years and this is
her second year in Okinawa, she
was interested in Japanese culture.
Although there was a lot of gesturing,
she said she really enjoyed being able
to talk with Japanese students and
immersing herself in the culture.

At the closing of the Youth Exchange
Program, Yuumi Yoshikawa, the
parliamentary vice-minister with
MOFA, gave a speech to the
participants. She was happy to see
the students’ faces filled with a sense
of accomplishment. She said that
exchanging opinions from different
perspectives may have led them to
rediscover the charm of the place
where they live and what it has to

Yuumi Yoshikawa, second from left, talks to a student during the
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making the most of each other's
backgrounds is essential to realizing
a sustainable society, although
working together on the same issues
in the midst of cultural differences
may have been difficult in many
situations.

“I would be happy if you could make
the most of this valuable experience
in your future life,” said Yoshikawa. “I
believe that the continuation of this
friendship will be of great significance
to the future development of the
U.S.-Japan relationship.”

Maj. Gen. Stephen E. Liszewski,
commanding general, Marine Corps
Installations Pacific, during his
closing remarks, thanked MOFA for
partnering with DoDEA to conduct
the program. To the students, he
hoped that they made connections
and would remain in touch with one
another as they continue to live in
Okinawa together, and that they
would tell everyone back home what

Students relax and chat with each other
before the closing ceremony.
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Members of the group watch their fellow
members drawing their own local mascot.
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programs they had participated
in and what friendships they had
formed.

They also played a team game such offer.
as tongue twisters in both English
and Japanese, designed a local

mascot to promote the place they
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The group bows after the presentation of
their local mascot idea.
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Yoshikawa continued that to
cooperate and share wisdom while
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Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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HACKSAW RIDGE MEETS
KINSER BATTLE OF OKINA-
WA HISTORICAL DISPLAY

A rare sight was seen at the
Kinser Battle of Okinawa Historical
Display Aug. 1, 2022, when a group
of visitors toured while talking to
each other without a guide to lead
them. The person who normally
explains each exhibit was not saying
anything, but instead just followed
the group.

They were all from the Uraosoi
Historical Guide Fellowship that
guides the historical site tours in
Urasoe City, specifically areas around
Urasoe castle ruins in the Maeda
Highlands. The highlands are also
known as "Hacksaw Ridge" named
by the U.S. military during the Pacific
War for its rugged appearance.

"We got the information of
the Kinser Battle of Okinawa
Historical Display from Urasoe City
public relations magazine," said
Yoshihiro Teruya, who organized
and coordinated this tour through
the city's Military Base Conversion
Division. "Eight members came, we
wanted to come where we could
see the real artifacts."

Since the fellowship guides' tours
are mainly the Maeda Highlands,
they were already familiar with the
historical background of the Battle
of Okinawa.

"I don't need to guide them. They
could be more knowledgeable of the
items we have here than me," said
Ichino Doshida, community relations
specialist for Camp Kinser. "l respect
that."

As soon as the tour started, their
eyes fixated on a bomb display. The
members started discussing the
sizes of the different munitions and
the amount of destruction caused
by the hundreds of thousands of
bombs and artillery shells used
during the Battle of Okinawa.

Another pointed out that a *shell
display still has a fuse and could be
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an unexploded bomb. One said that
it should be empty because it's a
display, then started to explain the
mechanism of the artillery fuse.

At a spot where the picture of
the U.S. landing on Yomitan, they
debated with each other whether
air balloons were used in Okinawa
or Normandy.

In front of a Type 99 light machine
gun display, they tried to find out
how heavy it was. One read the
note and said "no specific weight is
shown but it says it is very heavy."

They stopped at every display,
observed and read the note written
in English on the panel. They
seemed not to want to miss any
details about the items.

At the Hacksaw Ridge showcase, one
said he actually dug out a medical kit
that combat medics likely carried in
one of the caves he searched.

"I expected this place to just show
war tools and weapons like most
of the displays and museums do
in the tourist sites," said Makoto
Nakamura, who visited the display
for the first time as a member
of the Uraosoi Historical Guide
Fellowship and also the director of
Okinawa Peace Memorial Museum
Fellowship.

Nakamura, however, continued
that it impressed him when he
saw the Kinser Battle of Okinawa
Historical Display had an exhibit
describing the situation of the so-
called "Southern Retreat" in which
the Japanese army abandoned their
headquarters in Shuri and moved
to the south. That resulted in many
residents caught up in the fighting
and losing their lives.

"It was a relief to see that this
place was not just a war museum
displaying war weapons, but also
exhibited the perspective of the
victims of the Battle of Okinawa,"

Participant looks
atitems in the
showcase.

23— —ADH
DETEDZE
AGEME,

Nakamura added.

The group said that they want to
come back again, hoping that next
time they can see the exhibits from
different angles and points of view,
and to bring members who were
unable to come this time.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

*Note: All ammunition, explosives and
weapons on display are either manufactured
as inert replica items, or have been inspected
and certified safe by MCB Butler EOD. This
safety requirement is validated by the

MCB Butler Explosives Safety Office on an
annual basis per feedback received from Mr.
Christopher Majewski, director of the Kinser
Battle of Okinawa Historical Display.
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Members of the Uraosoi Historical Guide Fellowship take
photos of the display. (558 ZWVEEA A REDE DA\
—HDEBTIDEEZIRE,

Participant views at a photo of the
"Southern Retreat."
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Camp Hansen x> 7- )\t

Col. Rich Martin
Akemashite Omedeto Gazimasu.
Happy New Year from Camp Hansen. It has
been a busy year and with the decrease
in COVID restrictions it has allowed it to
be a more prosperous year for us all. In
June of 2022 | took command of both
Camp Hansen and the Ill MEF Information
Group. Since then we have successfully
held Hansen Palooza and Farmer’s Market
as open gate events and have resumed critical
community relations programs, my wife and | look
forward to spending time with you all at future events.
It is with great pride that | and all the Marines, sailors and civilians
of Camp Hansen can call you our friends and neighbors. | wish you
all a happy and prosperous 2023.
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Camp Schwah xv>7-9177

Col. Erick T. Clark

This year the Marines, sailors and civilians of
Camp Schwab, would like to wish our sur-
rounding communities a happy and joyous
New Year. We have enjoyed being part of
the local Friendship Committee for over
60 years, and understand that this could
not be done without the kind hearts of the
local community. As the camp commander,

brings and hope to welcome you to our camp more often.
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[ would like to sincerely thank each and every one of our community for your
kindness, and hope that through our community relations efforts we are able
to bring happiness to you and your families. We are looking forward to what 2023

llation Commanders' New Year's Greetings

Camp Kinser v 75—

Col. Andre M. Ingram

Happy New Year Urasoe, Naha, and Okinawa!
My family and | are thankful to be a new
part of this community. This is our third
assignment in Okinawa and we are looking
forward to what the new year has to offer.
This past year was an exciting one as we
were able to open the Kinser gates and re-
unite as a community. We were able to bring
back Camp Tours, Battle of Okinawa Historical
Display visit, Kinser Fest, Trunk or Treat and
many other great events. Additionally, we were
grateful to have the opportunity to provide volunteers for the fa-
mous Naha Tug-of-War and several beautification projects around
the area. We hope to see you in February for the Tedako Walk!

Special Thanks to Mayor Matsumoto, Urasoe City Administration
and Assembly, the Police and Fire Departments, Chamber of Com-
merce, Urasoe City International Association and many others for
partnering with us for many events.

[ look forward to our continued partnership. We cannot do what
we do daily without the support of Urasoe, Naha and all of Okina-
wa. | wish everyone good fortune and health in 2023!
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Camps Foster & Lester

Fv T THARE— & L/X.;i—
MCAS Futenma
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McTug

Camps Foster & Lester
X7 IA 28— &L AR—

Col. David M. Banning

From the Camps Foster & Lester team,
Happy New Year!

As the Year of the Rabbit begins,
Camps Foster and Lester look forward to
continuing to strengthen our bonds with
the surrounding communities. The Year of
the Tiger saw us beginning to be able to do
more events together after the restrictions that limited us during
the height of the pandemic, and we will continue to build on that
foundation as we move into the New Year. We look forward to
more open camp events to share customs and cultures with each
other, and we are blessed to be able to call Okinawa “home” while
we are here.

As we face the future, let’'s do our best to build a future of health,
prosperity, and security together. ZhH> 5, F/\1J3-!
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Center Col. Brian M. Harvey

the region.
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MCAS Futenma ZxrsfiZesh

Col. Henry “Deebo” Dolberry

Shin-nen Akemashite Omedetou Go-
zaimasu! On behalf of the Marines,sailors,
soldiers and civilians of Marine Corps Air
Station Futenma, | wish you a Happy New
Year full of prosperity, good health and
joy! First and foremost, we would like to
say “thank you” to the Okinawa commu-
nity - our gracious hosts, neighbors and
friends - for the support and friendship you
have shown us this past year. 2022 was
a year of continued healing. In 2022, we were
honored to bring back the MCAS Futenma Flight Line Fair and the
Magic 10 Miler Run for the first time in two years. Thank you to our
Japanese family for attending and helping us celebrate a weekend
of unity, smiles, and love! The 2022 Flight Line Fair had record break-
ing attendance and we hope everyone will join Futenma again in
2023.

Even though this will be my last year serving as the commanding
officer of MCAS Futenma, my wife, and | will always be grateful for
the eternal friendships we have built with our Japanese family over
the last three years. Ginowan, Okinawa, and Japan are our home
away from home. You will be missed! But as the wonderful Oki-
nawan saying goes, “Ichariba Cho-de-*, you will always be family in
my heart.

Looking ahead to the opportunities 2023 will bring our Futenma
and Okinawan families,we are excited about fostering our con-
tinued friendship as we deepen our bond with the community of
Ginowan, Okinawa, and all of Japan. On behalf of all of us aboard
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, | would like to say, “Kotoshimo
Yoroshiku Onegai Moushi-agemasu!”

EXMMEEMFTSEDAFRERIFION—I T2 ELLEL,
Japanese translation on the bottom of page 10
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On behalf of the hard working Marines, sailors, civilians, and families of Camps Courtney and McTureous, | would
like to wish you all a very happy and prosperous New Year.

Through our steadfast efforts to confront and counter the current pandemic, we were able to re-initiate face-to-
face engagements thereby strengthening our community partnership and furthering our strategic alliance within

As we focus on readiness and resiliency as a force, it is my sincere desire to integrate and assist our local com-
munities with their readiness and resiliency-creating synergy to address our common challenges. It is with great
enthusiasm and passion that | wish our Okinawan friends a prosperous and fulfilling New Year.
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CLOSE YET FAR: FUTENMA AIR STATION [
SHARES FESTIVITY WITH LOCAL MEDIA
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Japanese media participants receive instruction for the press conference and festival tour from
Communication Strategy and Operations, Marine Corps Installations Pacific.
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Marine Corps Air Station Futenma
is quite well known in Japan.
Because of its location, in the middle
of heavy residential areas, the air
station has become the topic of
discussion in the local and Japanese
media many times in the past.

Such an attention-gathering base
held a two-day festival, Oct.

Visitors line up to view the inside of the

can rapidly move
personnel and supplies
and are used in various
aspects throughout the
world, hence, he thinks
the aircraft is a great
asset.

ot S AT N Z IR S S HESM

FHROBY MBS HUNAUTAN

UEBHIE IR S, ANINH

SIS | TS ANINKEN
Fovon S E oy SRRy G AN

MWHTEHHOL Oy S M —a0
SEAPD oS HEHI SR IE S

1-2, 2022, for the first time in After the conference, <‘::t T 1
three years since the outbreak the reporters were f’;“ 23 ! 755%
of COVID-19. The information of scattered to observe = 1z iﬁ% EZ\

or cover the event
accompanied by
media personnel

the Futenma Flight Line Fair was
posted on various social media sites
throughout the U.S. Marine Corps

FEL

Local media members go on a tour of the festival, escorted
by COMMSTRAT, MCIPAC.
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without covering it up.

bases in Okinawa.
The event was open to the
public, and residents of Okinawan

Okinawa.

A few reporters said that it was a
rare opportunity to come on base
and speak directly to the base
commander.

At the press conference, each
reporter asked Dolberry questions
and voiced concerns. When a
reporter raised a question about
the purpose of the MV-22B Osprey
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communities were welcomed. The fair was organized and one protested at the fair. Everyone, 'f % 27 6335 <<‘; =8 il:/ z 5 54 3" W ?né] % - R R ig ? Tf % i3
However, this year, Futenma operated by Marine Corps SOFA members and local nationals, ’l\ BEHELRELDOERA % ANffoe "HNHBHH L7 S
opened its arms to the Japanese Community Services Okinawa to were smiling. "What you see today ) g Z B ‘; > 58 "f 7 g) ke T3 H&ERE ;% g I

. . . . . . I%ﬁ.bd@;ﬁbz—g’r 50 | kh_ﬁﬁﬂlﬁﬂ . fc = ~N
media as well. facilitate U.S. personnel and local is reality. See it yourself and decide KA TR WIik%Z TN 5{@ E N P FEmNEBEAHRAAT
Col. Henry Dolberry Jr., nationals coming together and what to believe." 5 R AE . a i s 1A AT K
commanding officer of MCAS forming a stronger alliance. Before According to MCCS, more than - . N . s . N _
Futenma, explained the significance  the pandemic, it was a place where 33:900 people came to the two-day ;,1?1 3 % % g% £7l g[%; L C| ; 1 ?Z Y 7% % 3 E % TN LT\ f% 3 %?é ;f; E E z f % 2 cg& E % (Z\E) ; LE*L?
of the events as the togetherness at  U.S. military members in Okinawa festival. z | BEJCH ; wWu 7 % < ;j— 77_: | 7 i% Tz é % 7)‘)\‘ L2200 L& 75_ & T
the press conference. and local residents could interact Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama % j|J Eﬁ) % 7«"2t T & 0 K (IZ L gM¢ B %’D ;& Et B ,Z\g % fg = %Eé ,( #jﬁ_‘ ﬁ\ %% E UT) 1 Tj&S ,[? ;%
"We were physically, socially each year. r Ty x v B8 % o MBS oY P E & 5 BS R
and spiritually distant for a long It was full of live entertainment . ; AN S A e 2 ’g b B OE = Z§ EP o E
. " . . s Col. Dolberry takes questions from the Japanese ’f\ - LT ij_@ BE IR I M E_H 50 s TAC &\
time (due to COVID-19)." Dolberry including performances from local Hih TS ELIDTFEDTIRES : ot (e e 7710 amRLULBEBEK ICHEE T IEBEIT

] . . s (=] B media at the Futenma Flight Line Fair. Iy N EARfOEeEegklR B E D L A
continued, "l want you to walk bands, martial arts demonstrations, ' aamy, commanders’ New Year's Greetings [ EiiEerd coCer T ook |- e Y3y RILIRERERS EIW
around and see the community and  and a performance by Ally Brooke of PR ST R — A, 292K DBHDI1zHM °F Li FTfE %55
families bond together in this fair." Fifth Harmony. XM EESE 1 fi 5 iE X< %/Iﬁ <= é): &E fr% g 7,; % %_EJ ﬁ; % ;’,}
The media wkho accepted the ; Ther? werialso displays of military A =T —R=" F=R1)—K{E&Y REOEFDZ ; % ; % é F;é iﬁ j,jr: Eﬁ % % ’@ g % E Sﬁ 5 j;
invite were Okinawa Times, Ryukyu  aircraft, such as MV-22B Osprey, English Page 11 FIHFhEE N7 E B B r D . “ B H
Shimpo, Nishi-Nihon (WestJayan\)/ UC-12W, KC-130J, alon witll?1 CIY|— e lF INETH= X742% £BILLIEH & LESH 955
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Newspaper, Nihon Keizai (Nikkei- 47JA of Japan Self-Defense Forces, R S B DB SRS, K. ERE S L FEBRTENTE b /I\ E - #H+rX&Exrl NEFE “"hEHOD
Japan Economy) Newspaper, and military vehicles, as well as a car UAAANEEEERELT BHEOEE 25, feAARDERRE
Nihon Hoso Kyokai (NHK-Japan show. BUICHB IR SIAIEBTER BHY DXEDRIEI neg L z
Broadcasting Corporation), Sekai "l was looking for something | can Bl EET FEALY. CO—E FfrB%E RBBHLTVET, {g 5 é. {gu
Nippo (World Journal), Yomiuri use for my column but also curious FZTTEFHED AL BEADERERDEA HEFL HHE. T W= B A
Newspaper, and This Week in to see the base which is close yet ICRESERL_FIPE T, 20224 M T Bl L R LTHAEIERTZEDE DB T, BEET 2 FUE";
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from Communications Strategy
and Operations, Marine Corps
Installations Pacific.

far to us-what it looks like behind
the fence since we don't get to see
this side often," Hajime Nomura

of Nishi-Nihon Newspaper said.
"One thing surprised me was that
‘open’ means truly ‘open.”" Nomura
explained that he did not expect to
see more than part of the flightline
nor the inside of the Osprey, and
felt that they were trying to show it

Although Dolberry is aware of
the negative pressure against
Futenma, he was happy to see no
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THE REAL PLEASURE OF CROSS-CULTURAL pE ahx S ERPCE BELNCEEREZELE (288567 (k8
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What is the easiest way to break and Lester, was familiar with local arrived, people cheered and clapped % TL'E tﬂ)\ _% —<C % T = % é) ;: Tz 7,4% Et 7?\ ji‘:) B }| % /-JS\ :() &S 7?\ ?; L}t f@ )% 3 [:‘ —? ; % %: 5
through barriers between two cultures due to his Okinawan wife, their hands in excitement. Children LoSsonfE ~#EIT 2 EAIS E,QT]‘ T — e cEA K QKD
different cultures with completely he suggested having a live e_isa followed and Fhaseq the eisa . }[ E% % % % ;ﬁ% Lg g é _,'jr_ 1 g % g I il jéi N % g % ;?\ é)é % % B }{) 2‘ % ﬁ%’; /7; ,23
different languages? One way performance on base. To bring performers with their eyes sparkling e s kX h=E|l I L #mAa| % T K ZEE D Z Th i fl TAIEADD
. . " i 3 H IR . & R 1 N T s Vi &=
Marm.es and thelrfamllles . th.e.local cul'.cl.Jre to.base and have V\{Ilthjoy. : : % 3 y% E = E iic 1}; e é + g % _:< E g 35) % % 7:2 1; l% g f;i E‘:J f.&)\ % v % Hg 13213 7'(
experience Okinawan culture is military families enjoy a taste of We were excited about today's n 7‘ L & _‘ lc X T %ﬂ [ a7 EX & & OE) N>kABTIATLED THhEqpMH 0; X
_ through festivals, where the U.S. Okinawan culture without going performance but also worried," E(\ é’ }Li\ % @ A z‘—f % J?\ i':'\ E §> E% % ,%EE T s % A g_ ;g % S{ ;L_\ La% g: % ’% ﬁ:ﬂ ?é % % -
military and local communities can outside the base. said Youhei Nakandakari, a big % O @ L) g#; LWy - T # é :7( EgAL °3 s 2 ETHxEA#E ~t
come together and appreciate music  Eisa is one of the traditional drum dancer, drenched with sweat. SRS, D Y5 Y LEME | E A B S 5 LbH&kI X 77]11
and dance despite the difference in performing arts of Okinawa and is "Because Americans don't have
languages. - an Okinawan folk dance centering eisa in their culture, we were not '7 ft J?: 2 K o 220 ¥ F';ﬂ T _ £V Qb ’C\ OF AEHPX =% i% i% = )\ % fj\* 7‘%\ ) & @
On Aug.'Zl, 2022, eyer.1 though it on taiko drl.Jms. In Okinavya, on sure if‘they would have a good tﬁme '_£f égi C\‘ %{!% i —zlj % £ 9@ j)[ 70 % %E L ﬁg % %—:\ %?; E% § ’fj? 325 ? ;ii I%j Lizﬂ % ; I % ’5 ;gé L,f;
was evening, the sun still far above the three nights of Obon in the watching us, but they actually give _’C) ;:1*‘;0 i +7i % ‘;p % 7|J QE o 7<I? ?r X ?; 78: g 2';’ ﬁ% g_: 7@ 7%_,) E=] +|j- :C) E f’;{c —%' ;7( [i i E(\ gs) iL%, =]
: o i /c o 5 & 2 5 & kx5 Tc D > EE
the horlzo.n, there Yvasag‘atheil‘ng lunar c‘ale‘ndar, young people from us great che.ers and applaus.e, s? we S 38 © WNE - LIEBoF X g % “HEE 0 g 5\ HIBEEEERACE 2FZ 0D R
of people in a parking lot. == = each district parade through the are also having fun performing. fe 1 7 {5 l7< B 55 2 & % HBETHELSIKEL 5 B A &I ﬁ% i e~ 1%
In one corner oft’he area, people in ' community while dancing to honor Staff Sgt. Ethan A. Coro, a watch %ﬁ ?ﬁ;' :ﬁ gi\ % ?{ U%) z ’L“)j Z ES ‘% LTS /&\ = ﬁ £ ga) 7;% f/fé 5;3 fb 1§ ?:E,' = 2 % Z (2) T
a unique outfit also gathered. Some ™ the spirits of their ancestors. commander with Provost Marshal’s LEE'[%Q & G l\\ 2 ] e 35%, = i EEMIERS S @ 02 &7 & % H i%@ X% 2
had large, barrel-looking drums and During Obon, people in Japan Office, Headquarters and Support o 7%“1 % é i é T E D %j_] 7;.; ; 3 Lgi; ;ET %:_j % L—zct 0() % 03) % & N2 % 7(: @ % {'.5 % é
some had smaller drums. A group believe the spirits of their deceased  Battalion, came to see the eisa . l AN ; 73 k 72, Ais 5 dE % CE STHhERRB :é % ﬁ%,; Pt \“o T E §¥ S8 u*
of females were also seen in outfits = ancestors come back to spend time  with his family after his wife saw it a _L.-.'_ﬂ-# %ﬁb i{? 7’ e W 215 i" CINL B3 2% ;_"—n %_ 7 e H_; i< e oA 2 L< oA
similar to?apanese traditional with t'heir family. The dates and' a post of this cultural eventon = 1 a3 ,é /\ﬂ% %7 = é % 7? g :'Z ;\ ;‘—g% g 1% = gfj‘ 15“ ?ﬁ E%E 9 s ,’% % % T t k'7 T'E 1E(|) -
summer kimono, called Yukata. duration of Obon vary from region Camps Foster and Lester Facebook. % ) % g ;: E ) ;E( = EIS% :; | & é @ U L’% I %\ 2 % :() g % ?E g I{ ;f % 132
. ) : ~ L ) 5 S oAMEE Y “E o5 ° i &= 3 DR '
The eisa members from the to region, but they do not change Although _they had been in Okinawa | Do E @2E BL NIt T ®BEAA %ﬂ HE S fbdE & =N £ 0 5
Jaagaru Youth Association from every year. However, the dates of for over six months, they had never f ! g . | = 1 i v / S i =
Chatan Town were about to Obon in Okinawa change every year  seen eisa in person. Al ;e B oy = 4 Al , - "
= < = Jc gl x i y B F
perform. What was odd here was because of the lunar calendar. "It's so beautiful and | almost got - ;_% iﬂg,% ;Lﬁjéﬁg -'|j- %? & 7 E% % }?’g— 13% é <] g % vy % ;_)t\ i 3 LJC N E 7{&: +|7L jU ; 2(}) T % %
the location where they would The group was to perform at Camp  chills," Coro's wife exclaimed. "It's D g)* Wé 9DE % %ﬁ i ONER L/ k1= /(é‘ A g% g & 75;:‘ ZIEE Z 4 6; % _'/; C:\ %f e G{ % 17§ Tz %
perform eisa. It was not on the Lester, Camp Foster, and Plaza good for everybody to see and é i —CC ‘g RN LD\ a (’])) Z :—;(: ~ V'L a & D Fg EN)) % % G| TH 4;@ CE B
street or parking lot of a Japanese Housing. They started at 5 p.m., understand the culture and what T D& NN gé £ £~ 20O ;C sl e T 2 ?73 DHREENLZN AN
district, iF was on Camp.Leste.r, a then moved to the next location. it's all about." Her 1.0—year-old son ;,C\ /E ii): i% % f’\ @L E.’:\ 0%) % EE 5*\ % % g)g ? = % :C Z g 7 Z % 2 i% E ;EC’ E’ g 1} —é E 11,
U.S. Marine Corps base in Okinawa.  They needed to load and unload who had been chasing after the c2BEDLEBECEERE C 2 BIHmoOD % 7 Y & 16 = 7 (# N ,3? R /o = :D’
For the first time, Camps Foster the huge speakers that carry the performers nodded with a big smile. 72;)\ g% % % = f_g Lf":\ QC g% % & é g\ :j(_ % Z Et % :f_ 2 fL’E 2 bal .7:5 =] iE @ ﬁi {z\ z é\ % % EEIE
and Lester invited a local eisa sound of the Sanshin, three-stringed  She expressed her thought that ] ElEAE SRR L%“ Wl kea T ECD °R é & % A Tlcik LIE T < %‘\
group to perform. Although such Okinawan lute, played by the singers sometimes people are scared to go %z i Lr; 351 % 7@% TGT;E %‘ % fg = 2 ? 7% E é i % Q g ; % g = 13 L<\ E B T o :7[ % 5
a performance could be seen on from the truck each time. off base to see things but getting & L ;’{ 2CT0A EN B ‘75: Hic D vk R U ? X ﬁ T B DL | o] %
stage at base festivals, "michijune,” Although they stayed at one place used to seeing different cultures like 75'1‘:_ Zf( % % % Tz % v LR % ;IE % '7 7 fr) 7;5: [‘% /u 7 % t lg % % t,_\ % % &3 ¥
the drum performance marching to perform at Camp Lester, they this on base could encourage more % N Z :3 D Sap g ;5_, % = ‘“o 5 E > & |z g 0|) 5 3_7_‘ C A £ D = t% &
through the street alongside the marched through the residential people to go off base and enjoy BB THhNA WA 52 BHm®ROAYH EKS5 C2 & HFa1 &
o S N LL Y }i &
residential areas on base, was new. area at Camp Foster and Plaza Okinawa’s culture.
"Col. Banning invited us," said Housing. "Because now we have a chance 3 H S
Toru Tokuzato, the district mayor Due to their thorough performance to see such a performance, it QC) z ;él] % T
of Jaagaru, Chatan Town. "l heard at Camp Foster, the eisa group was makes me want to learn what eisa IZ 1(_':1 VoW ;j[
this is the first time anyone has behind schedule. "It doesn't bother is all about and its deep roots in 6{ z <C {l_ﬁ [
done 'michijune’ on base. We were me, | know it will be worth waiting,"  Okinawan culture," said Coro. "This . < E vry é é
excited to have such an opportunity  said a spectator waiting on Plaza is the way to start learning other 4 5; 37 % z’l fa
but also a little anxious," Tokuzato, Housing, who had never seen an cultures." ,/" " v ey 5 1t L g b
however, was relieved to see a eisa drum dance before. Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama | ¢ 1" Oy ;é([l e R p
large audience with a welcoming At 7 p.m., when the sun finally = &) . 7f<E A
atmosphere. began to set, and even though it X % 3| ;dé
Since Okinawan Obon, fell on Aug.  was more than 30 minutes late, still g o H % 1t
10-12, 2022, was approaching no sign of the eisa group. However, - = =N %
and Col. David M. Banning, camp more people came and the street EE i E % s
commander for Camps Foster got crowded. When the eisa group The eisa members from the Jaagaru Youth Association perform on the street at Plaza Housing while pas i

audience watch. (Related photos on the cover)
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LT. Abigail C. Khushf, Navy C-12 aircraft pilot, center, replies to a student's question with humor.
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WOMAN TO WOMAN: FEMALE MILITARY MEM-
BERS AND STUDENTS EXCHANGE LESSONS AND EN-
COURAGEMENT FOR FUTURE

After Japan eased coronavirus
restrictions, Marine Corps
Installations Pacific started to
vigorously tackle its community
relations activities more than ever.
They are encouraging Okinawa and
Japanese communities to have more
understanding of the things that
occur inside the fence.

On Aug. 30, 2022, students
from Kinjo Gakuin University,
Nagoya City, Aichi Prefecture, took
advantage of the opportunity to
visit Camp Foster during their trip to
Okinawa as part of their Mass Media
Seminar course.

The seminar is run by Masafumi
Isono, faculty of Global and Media
Studies, and 11 students came
along. Although he has led students
every year to Okinawa, this is the
first time crossing the fence line.

"While we study issues of the U.S.
bases on Okinawa, we only hear the
Japanese side of the stories." Isono
explained the purpose of their visit,
saying one side of the story is not
appropriate and both sides need to
be heard.

Since the students were from an
all-female university, Kristen L. Tull,
community relations officer, G7,
Government and External Affairs,
Marine Corps Installations Pacific,
prepared for them a special session,
awomen’s leadership initiative.

She invited eight panelists who
were female officers and enlisted

6 — January 2023

personnel from the Marine Corps
and Navy.

"I wanted to present a variety
of women, representing different
services and professions," said Tull.
"Each woman has had a different
experience. Those experiences will
bring different perspectives to the
guestions the students ask."

When the students arrived at the
venue, Col. Jeffrey L. Hammond,
deputy commander, MCIPAC,
welcomed them and said, “This
will not be the last of these events,
as we transition out of a COVID
environment, we plan on continuing
this type of effort.”

As a father of two daughters, he has
made it a priority to discuss with them
at the end of each day what impactful,
meaningful things he did that day,
hoping it will guide them to want to
contribute to society when they find
a job.

During the question-and-answer
session, students asked questions
they prepared in advance. However,
those questions were not provided
to the panelists ahead of time. All
the panelists, hence, gave their full
attention on listening to what the
students were to ask.

A lot of questions were related
to hardships the panelists have
encountered being stationed in
Okinawa and their likes and dislikes.
They all shared similar feelings being
away from home in the middle of

the ocean, but said technology helps
and also people in Okinawa are nice
and the island is beautiful. Some
mentioned the cultural difference,
such as a slower paced lifestyle, but
that it provides a good opportunity
to slow down and appreciate the
beauty of the surroundings.

There were also questions regarding
their careers. When asked what the
best social contributions for their
mission was, Capt. Sherifa C. Fuller,
logistics officer with 5th Air Naval
Gunfire Liaison Company at Camp
Hansen, replied that it was when
there was a disaster, she helped
organize evacuations, extra food
and construction, she felt that she
was literally helping people.

Once the students began to warm
up to the panelists, their questions
took a more journalistic turn. One
of the questions was what the most
important consideration on U.S.
military bases' external community
relations for local residents and
media is. Tull answered that it is
mutual understanding and respect.
She believes that will form true
friendships that last a lifetime and
have a positive outlook on what the
Marine Corps does in Okinawa.

At the end of the question-
and-answer session, when a
student asked about issues of
perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS)/
perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA),

Continued on Page 4 FEMALE

https://www.japan.marines.mil/Misc/BigCircle/

P AN AYEE OV S ST N ot

- P A R EAN e e N o orvare ™ Sl
CSAHOANUNFEROMNM FRANTES « =+ 7T NN CREEA Y (ol 5o sotSh ot

NS ST CECRN NS NI TRO et - —H\s
—SEN LM 72N G SRR OAMMER > NI

BRI MM S AREES T
NISNSFRD L ANCNRECATDED RS 0 S HFE
v owa —NE—CRERF

\
/

N —F\ N ST —Hb8 N [ebnirt

— . | FoS

SASTI >

Col. Jeffrey L. Hammond, deputy commander, Marine Corps Installations Pacific, gives welcome
remarks to students from Kinjo Gakuin University, Nagoya City, Aichi Prefecture.
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years of study until graduation, how
the students live, dorm, apartment
or home and sport teams. They
were surprised at the number of
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female-only schools in Japan.

"I was hoping to hear about the
panelists' success stories since it
was a women-only event, but on the
contrary, | was really happy when
the panelists asked us about Japan,"
said Miina Kondo, freshman, whose
future goal is to be a news anchor in
Tokyo. "It was unexpected in a good
way. | realized that they cared about
Japan."

In a friendly atmosphere, when
Navy Capt. Paulette T. Cazares,
director for Department of Mental
Health at U.S. Naval Hospital
Okinawa, asked students what are
the challenges for women in Japan
to advance in careers to the next
level, the students seemed hesitant
but collectively replied "Enduring.
However, we, ourselves, will change
the world."

Cazares, a psychiatrist, posed
another question, addressing
something which may yet be the
greatest occupational gender hurdle
in the world, maternity leave.
Students replied that Japanese
female workers usually get at least
one year maternity leave. Cazares
noted that while the U.S. Navy had
at one time the longest maternity
leave of all four services, 18 weeks,
all four services have now aligned
at 12 weeks. She continued,
maternity leave is still uncommon in
general and a big barrier for career
advancement of women in the U.S.

all are human beings and have
common humanities," Cazares said.

LT. Abigail C. Khushf, Navy C-12
aircraft pilot, paid very close
attention to the students' questions
saying she knows how intimidating
it is to speak a different language,
and not be understood the first time
is very discouraging.

Khushf remembered how scared
and uncertain she was when she
was in their shoes 10 years ago. "We
are all on this journey in different
stages. Nothing is different. They are
in very similar circumstances. The
encouragement that we can provide
each other is substantial. We can
really do good work together."

"Never give up," said Khushf. She
hopes that in 10 years, some of the
students from this group accomplish
their dreams and will be sitting as
a panelist and telling someone else
"it's possible."

Yuna Tabata, a Kinjo Gakuin
junior, said that she had a fearful
image of Marines, but the panelists
were all female and the way they
listened attentively and answered
their questions sincerely eased her
tension.

"I know that today's event would
not bring us any closer to solving
international issues, but | feel that
it did bring two (countries) closer
together even if only a little. If this
circle continues to expand, it will be

a big step forward on international
issues." Tabata continued, "It was an
opportunity for me to think about
the (U.S military) base issues and
take a positive attitude, rather than
denying it all."

After the panel session, Kondo
stated that she strongly thinks that
women's success in the U.S. military
is what Japan should aim for as well.
She felt that the panelists treated
their questions not from just a mere
student, but as an equal woman to
another woman.

"There's a difference in the weight
of information from someone who's
actually been there and done that,
and someone who's just seen it."

Isono stated at the end of the
session,"We are all human beings.
Even though our roles are different,
we are all living here as the same
human beings. Having such an
awareness and deepening the bond
between ourselves is the starting
point for solving various problems.
Above all, we know too little about
U.S. military personnel in Okinawa
and how they usually live and feel."

“Questioning the female military
leaders in person, hearing from
them and interacting with them
can be a truly valuable experience
for the students and will be the
absolute best asset for them to have
a global perspective in their future,”
Isono said.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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A panelist listens, trying not to miss a single word of a student's question.

A student asks a question, thinking

about each word and phrase.
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Camp Fuji Length of Service Award

F v T ETAFAREKS. KFEHRENX

A Length of Service Award Ceremony was held at Camp Fuji to
recognize and show appreciation to Japanese employees for
their dedication and contribution to the success and growth
of the partnership between the U.S. and Japan. Six employ-
ees participated in the ceremony, led by one with 30 years of
service.
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Six awardees pose for a picture with Sgt. Maj. Restituto D. Paz, far left, andl"tr

Col. Neil J. Owens, far right. Fv>7ELRENE=—IV ). F—7x Y XKk (GiH).
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Volunteers from the U.S. Marine Corps in Okinawa pose for a photo before the 52nd Naha Great Tug-of War festival started.

About 80 Marines and sailors joined the festival as safety volunteers in Naha, Okinawa, Oct. 9, 2022. Their responsibilities were to keep
watch of the crowd, help people, and watch out for small children not to get into the center of the crowd as they may get crushed by
too many people. They were also to help cut the rope to give away after the tug-of-war.
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A collage of festivals held at Marine Corps Installations Pacific
and Marines' interactions with local communities in 2022.
Clockwise from top left are the Eisa Dance at Camps Foster &
Lester, the Naha Great Tug-of-War Festival, Holiday gifts from
Marines, Camp Hansen Halloween Carnival, Christmas Toys
from Cadets, and Fuji Friendship Festival.
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Toys from cadets /T EE@IIGENSTL U/~
4 Kubasaki High School's JROTC cadets
set up a large donation box at Camp
Foster PX, collected over 2,000 toys in

just three weeks and donated them to
local communities.
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