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A memorial service held for
the 13 service members killed
in Afghanistan %
TIHZRE Y THELLIBADELDBER 9

A U.S. Marine mourns at a memorial service for the 13 service members who were killed in action in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Aug. 26,
2021, on Camp Foster, Okinawa, Japan Sept. 3, 2021.
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Dear readers,

What a year it has been. As we welcome in a new year, I'd be remiss
not to look back at some of the great things that happened at the end
of 2021. On November 10, the Marine Corps celebrated 246 years of
serving our nation as an elite maritime land fighting force. At MCI-
PAC, our Marines celebrated this milestone with a traditional ball,
where members commiserated and danced the night away. What a
celebration! Also in November, Ill MEF said farewell to Lt. Gen. Stacy
Clardy and welcome to Lt. Gen. James Bierman. Bierman comes to
Il MEF with a plethora of experience working in the Indo-Pacific and
will continue to lead the Marines here to increase cooperation with
neighboring countries while maintaining stability and peace in our
nation’s priority theater.

Now, as we enter into the year 2022, we have even more to look for-
ward to. Later this year, MCIPAC will be celebrating the reactivation

| of Marine Corps Base Camp Blaz in Guam. This will be the first newly

constructed Marine Corps base to be activated since 1952. MCB
Camp Blaz honors an international agreement with the Government
of Japan while securing a Marine Corps posture in the Indo-Pacific
region that is geographically distributed and operationally resilient.
MCB Camp Blaz will play an essential role in strengthening the De-
partment of Defense’s ability to deter and defend, and is also a testa-
ment to the strength of the U.S.-Japan alliance, which is a cornerstone
of peace, security, and prosperity in the region.

This year also marks the 50th anniversary of the Okinawa Reversion
Agreement where the U.S. relinquished all rights to Okinawa under
Article Ill of the Treaty of San Francisco. We at MCIPAC celebrate this
milestone with all Okinawan'’s. Lastly, | want to thank all our readers
as we transition the Big Circle this year from four issues a year, to
three. This change in publication schedule will ensure that we keep
the quality of the magazine at a high standard and bring you even
more of the stories you love to read. To stay up-to-date between
issues on what the U.S. Marines stationed in Okinawa are doing,
make sure you follow us on all of our social channels where you will
find great articles, videos, photos and more. Akemashite Omedeto
Gozaimasu!

LaDonna S. Davis
Director, COMMSTRAT, MCIPAC
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Marines awarded for Ta-Taki Falls

flash flood

U.S. Marine Corps Master Gunnery
Sgt. Ronald Thomas and Master Sgt.
Sara Thomas received Navy Marine
Corps Commendation Medals on
June 15, 2021, for their heroic actions
in rescuing over a dozen people,
including Okinawa residents, during
heavy flooding near Ta-Taki Falls in
Ogimi village a year prior.

The trek up to Ta-Taki Falls is a scenic
trail taking participants alongside the
Henan River with rope climbs and
paths going in and around the running
water. On Sept. 13, 2020, a fun family
outing turned dangerous when sudden
rainfall caused the streams to quickly
rise.

Caught near the deluge, were the
families of Ronald and Sara, U.S. Navy
veteran Stephen Thomas and Shinobu
Nakasone-Thomas. Within ten
minutes, the clear blue water turned
to gushing brown water. The rushing
water carried enough force to cause a
life-threatening hazard for everyone
on site. With conditions worsening,
the group looked for a way back to
safety down river.

“The first thing that came to my mind
was that we need to make sure we get
everybody out of there safely,” said
Union, South Carolina native Ronald,
the distribution management chief
with 1l Marine Expeditionary Force.

The group made a path through the

rescue

riverbank’s steep hillside. After getting
to a safe spot, the group assisted over
a dozen people trapped on the other
side. They utilized rope from a nearby
fence to bring everybody across the
river in a shallow area, according
to Cpl. Celest Stanwood, who was
stranded on the other side of the river.

“We found a small section where
the current was still really bad but
not impossible,” said Stanwood, an
aviation intelligence specialist with
Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron
265, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing. “So we
crossed with the rope. Once across,
other adults staggered themselves
around the rope to make it easier for
people to cross. We continued this
method a few times down the path
and picked up people stranded on the
river banks as we went. If we hadn‘t
worked together we would not have
been as successful as we were."

The group guided local nationals
and military families through the
improvised path, ensuring each person
did not slip on the muddy terrain and
into the dangerous water below.

“[Local nationals] called the Japanese
rescue and were saying we had to stay
there and wait,” stated Shinobu. “Still,
my family and other military members
decided not to stay because it was
getting dark and more dangerous. But
we weren’t just going to leave them

behind, so we asked them to come
with us.”

Upon noticing the path was quickly
deteriorating, they were forced to
cross the river once more. After
entering the water they were quickly
noticed by a local tour guide, who
tied a rope to secure himself and then
assisted in bringing them to safety.

After hours of trekking through the
harsh river, they were finally safe.
Looking back on this incident, many
of the individuals credit their success
to the camaraderie that was shown
and the military training received
throughout their careers. The Marines
worked as a team with Okinawa locals
providing assistance and were able to
help those in need.

“The most impactful thing the Marine
Corps has ever taught me is to work
as a team and to take care of each
other,” explained Sandy, Oregon
native, Sara, the G-2 plans chief with
[l MEF. “When you are in combat or
deployed, you have to rely on your
brothers and sisters to get through not
just your mission, but the emotional
and physical strain it takes on you.
When faced with this challenge we
didn’t know the other service members
on the hike, but by the end we had a
better understanding of each other.
The camaraderie of our service played
a large role in our success that day.”

Story and Photos by Lance Cpl. Natalie Greenwood
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U.S. Marine Corps Master Gunnery Sgt. Ronald Thomas, the distribution management chief with Il Marine Expeditionary Force, and Master Sgt. Sara

Thomas, the G-2 plans chief with Il MEF, receive Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medals at Camp Courtney, Okinawa, Japan, on June 15, 2021,
for their heroic actions at Ta-Taki Falls on Sept. 13, 2020.
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U.S. Marines, sailors, civilians and their families find
themselves in a life-threatening situation and assist each
other and local nationals to return safely. (Courtesy
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Trainees pay attention to a classroom instruction prior

to a culminating live-fire training event.
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Firefighters in training: Japanese cadets work

—
=

to become firefighters for US Military bases

Nine Japanese employees working
at U.S. military fire stations across
Okinawa trained to become firefighters
during a five-week qualification course
held at the DoD Fire Academy on Camp
Hansen, July 12, 2021.

The training consisted of both
practical, in classroom lessons, and
hands-on training to include a live-fire
training event where the students
had to work together to extinguish a
controlled fire.

“The courses have been challenging
for all of the candidates. In just five
weeks, the trainees have completed
academic and practical requirements
in lessons of Emergency Medical
response, Hazardous Material
Awareness, HazMat Operations, and
Firefighter 1,” said Jerry R. Bowling,
assistant fire chief of Marine Corps
Installations Pacific Fire and Emergency
Services-Japan (MCIPAC FES)).

All trainees are future firefighters for
the U.S. Marine Corps, Army, and Navy
in Okinawa; of the nine, seven were
newly recruited Japanese employees
of the Marine Corps, and two were
working in Army or Navy firefighting
facilities. While waiting to take the
qualification course, the trainees
worked at the stations in a support
function.

Takeshi Tsuhako, the master labor
contractors battalion chief of training
division, who coordinated the training,
explained that MCIPAC FESJ conducts
the academy every time there are

18 — January 2022

newly hired firefighters. Even with just
one new employee, they will conduct
the training. In such a case, the new
candidate goes to each training site
for class. In the five-week course,
candidates have only Sunday off.

“We couldn’t attend the training
because our organization is small
compared to the Marine Corps (in
Okinawa). | waited for two years to
attend this academy,” said Hirokazu
Irei, a candidate from U.S. Army
Garrison Okinawa, Torii Station. “The
facilities and educational environment
are different.”

After having taken four weeks of
training, Irai learned that the command
structure of MCIPAC FESJ is well
organized and clear, and the instructors
are knowledgeable and well-trained.

Although Irai has been with the Army
fire and emergency unit for two years,
he has never participated in an actual
emergency fire response. “People can
be book smart but being in an actual
live fire for the first time, you can lose
yourself because you are in a confined
space with real fire losing visibility and
high temperature.” He said he was
lucky because he did not panic during
the training.

Junya Miyagi, MLC assistant fire chief
of operations and the instructor for
the live-fire training, stated that all
the trainees are people who made it
through the application review, written
exams and ability tests. They are not
only high in physical condition but also

in motivation as well.

Miyagi, a 26-year-firefighting veteran,
likes the continuous improvement.
“Disasters don't wait. If we cannot keep
up with changes in condition and keep
improving, we injure ourselves.”

Takahiro Ganaha, the oldest candidate
of all nine, worked for Urasoe City Fire
Department for 14 years but dreamed
of working at the Marine Corps fire
department after he participated in
the joint rescue training with Marines
seven years ago. He confirmed that his
passion toward working in a different
environment was not just a passing
thought when he went to Belgium as
part of an Okinawan joint firefighting
team to participate in a rope rescue
competition.

“l was not confident then, but it is
a once in a lifetime opportunity. In
Okinawa, you can get a chance to work
in such a different environment even if
you are still in Japan,” Ganaha said. “A
lot of Japanese firefighting and rescue
techniques are from the U.S. but | want
to also share some of my knowledge
| gained while working as a Japanese
firefighter and rescuer with my co-
workers here. | want to be a bridge
between Japanese firefighters and U.S.”

Accomplishing five weeks of training,
all nine candidates graduated on
July 17, 2021 and went off to the
U.S. military fire departments across
Okinawa they were assigned to.

Story by Yoshie Makiyama
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Miyazaki, Japan natives' road to becom-

ing a US Marine

Lance Cpl. Michael R. Indigo Jr. is a 20 year-old
reconnaissance Marine who came to Okinawa in June
2021. Though his last name does not give it away, Indigo is
actually a native to Japan.

“I grew up in Miyazaki prefecture in Kyushu island,”
Indigo answered shyly when a local student asked him
where he was from during a self-introduction session for
the English class at Camp Schwab July 7, 2021, in which he
participated with his friend. “l graduated from Miyazaki
Prefectural Omiya High School.”

He was an only child of a Japanese mother and an
American father, born and raised in Japan until his
graduation from high school. His native language is
Japanese which he spoke at home even with his father.

Until one day, something changed. “When | was 15, |
was watching Discovery Channel and saw a training scene.
It was a Marine story in Basic Reconnaissance course,”
recalled Indigo. “I was inspired. | wanted to be a part of it.”

Fumio lha, a community relations specialist for Camp
Schwab and the coordinator of the English class, described
reconnaissance to Japanese students as the “eyes and
ears” of the U.S. Marine Corps. They go behind enemy
lines, gather intelligence, and bring back information.

Indigo had a general understanding of English due to his
American father and studied it in Japanese middle school.
After being inspired by the TV show and setting his mind
to be a Marine, Indigo started responding to his father in
English and studied harder.

After high school, he moved to Seattle, Washington. He
attended college for English as a second language for six
months and visited his grandmother every weekend.

Choosing to become a Marine was not an easy path for

Indigo. When he talked to his parents and grandparents,
they all worried if he might get hurt or even die. Only his
father understood and gave him a push saying “that is
what you want to do and that is your choice.”

Indigo contacted a recruiter after searching on the
internet and signed a contract with the Marines in secret
from his family, except his father.

At recruit training in California, he did not talk to anyone
for three months. “I knew English but | was not confident,”
recalled Indigo.

After graduating boot camp, he went to Infantry
Training Battalion for two months, followed by the Basic
Reconnaissance course for 12 weeks, then many follow-
on courses where he trained in dive operations, free-fall
parachute jumps, and attended Survival, Evasion, Resist,
Escape (SERE). Indigo said that reconnaissance has a long
pipeline for training, lasting almost two years.

Of the 160 initial reconnaissance trainees, Indigo was only
one of 44 to see the course through to completion. When
he was told that they needed 11 people from his class
to go to Okinawa, he chose it without hesitation simply
because it was the closest to his home. Other duty stations
for reconnaissance were Camp Pendleton, California, and
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

“Because | had American citizenship, it was easier to
join the Marine Corps,” said Indigo. “However, with all
the rigorous training, it was a lot harder than | thought it
would be even though | was good at physical training.”

His achievement of being where he is today is probably
the result of his unshakable will to become stronger and
his desire to become a part of the reconnaissance team

that won over the hardship.
Story and Photo by Yoshie Makiyama

Marines attend survival Japanese writing course

Marine Corps Community Services
is a government entity working under
the Marine Corps. Its ultimate objec-
tive is to improve the morale and wel-
fare of all service members and their
families, that includes all of the Status
of Forces agreement personnel.

MCCS Okinawa provides a wide
variety of services, programs, special
events and facilities to support the en-
tire U.S. military community in Okina-
wa with a population of over 50,000.
There are more than 80 programs and
services available.

16 — January 2022

And some MCCS programs, like the
Marines and Family Programs-Re-
sources, offer classes. On Aug. 31,
2021, a Survival Japanese Writing
Class was given to single and unac-
companied Marines and sailors. This
one-and-a-half hour class was offered
during lunchtime for those active
service members in order to get more
participants.

“The basic fundamentals for Sur-
vival Japanese Language and Writing
consist of what patrons would need to
survive if they were ever lost in Okina-

wa,” explained Tasha N. Smalls, family
programs and resources manager.
“For instance, like basic survival in the
jungle; If you know how to make a fire,
it drastically increases your likelihood
to make it on your own. Our premise
is, what we can teach is that if person-
nel ventured into Okinawa and were
lost, what would they need to know to
make it back to the installation.”
According to Megumi Tamaki, the
instructor and family programs and
resources inter-cultural coordinator,

Continued on Page 14
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Tamaki, the instructor, explains when
Katakana is seen in the daily life.
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Marine personal experience helps build US - Japan relations

Another Marine was on air Sept. 8, 2021, when FM Uruma, a
community-based broadcasting station, invited him to its show.

Ichiro Umehara, Camps Courtney and McTureous
community relations specialist, has been waiting for the
opportunity to introduce Lt. Col. Caleb D. Eames, director
of the Communication Strategy and Operations, 3rd Marine
Expeditionary Brigade, Ill Marine Expeditionary Force, to
the show called “Information from Camp Courtney.” In
this program, Umehara shares any information that relates
Camp Courtney and the U.S. Marine Corps in Okinawa to
the neighboring community through FM Uruma.

“He was one of the coordinators for the Media Round-
Table with Okinawa and Japanese media that took place on
Kadena Air Base in 2016,” said Umehara while introducing
Eames on air. “Unfortunately he rotated off the island
before it happened.”

Sugako Matsumoto, the radio personality, was thrilled
and said that this specific event was the trigger to why FM
Uruma launched their program with Camp Courtney. She
explained the situation at the time of inception.

“We have lived next to each other for a long time but had
no knowledge of what our military neighbors are doing and
how they live,” said Matsumoto. “However, now due to this
program, our listeners can get to know the people of the base.
Lt. Col. Eames is the one who inspired us indirectly. It's fate.”

Eames was stationed in Okinawa from 2010 to 2016 and
came back the summer of 2020.

Umehara introduced the listeners to Eames’s other major
event while he was in Okinawa the first time.

After the Great East Japan Earthquake shook the northern
part of Japan and a devastating Tsunami hit the northeast
coastline on March 11, 2011, Eames went to Oshima Island
in Kesennuma City, Miyagi Prefecture, March 27, 2011, as
part of Operation Tomodachi, a humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief launched by the United States forces. When
the earthquake and tsunami hit, Eames, then with the 31st

Marine Expeditionary Unit, was less than a day away from
Indonesia for a scheduled disaster exercise, and was recalled
to join relief efforts in Tohoku.

According to Eames, he still keeps in touch with the families
he met 10 years ago. Eames and the families in Oshima have
visited each other's homes and their children have spent
extended periods of time in each other’s houses in a sort-of
makeshift home stay program between the families. He was
invited to the 10 year anniversary ceremony of the disaster at
Kesennuma on March 11, last year.

“It was a privilege to be there and see how the city
and islands have not just rebuilt the buildings and the
infrastructure, but also rebuilt the spirit,” said Eames. He was
delighted to see the happy smiles on people.

Matsumoto was surprised to learn that Eames and his family
have kept in touch with the families of Oshima survivors
for 10 long years, not because it was part of an exchange
program but because he wanted to.

"It's such a wonderful story of being able to stay in contact,
not just through FaceTime or calls, but in person ... having the
children of Oshima come visit and stay in our house. We love
those kids just like we love our own," said Eames.

Another event that he contributed towards was a disaster
prevention workshop. It was open to local communities in
which he invited people from Fukushima Prefecture in an
effort to share lessons learned from a disaster area. He hoped
that by being able to share their knowledge, they can help
Okinawans prevent and prepare in advance in the event
something similar occurs in Okinawa.

Umehara also shared with listeners Eames volunteer
activities with the local daycares. “It is not a mission but it
is more personality. | really appreciate that we have such
Marines like Lt. Col. Eames with us, so we can continue
making the effort to be a bridge of two communities.” said
Umehara.

Story and photo by Yoshie Makiyama

P Continued from Page 16

the class was a new approach. MCCS
Okinawa has offered similar classes
to Marines and their family members
through Marine and Family Pro-
grams-Resources but this is the first
time they paired up with the Single
Marine Program which focuses only
on the single Marines or those who
are here without their family.

Tamaki taught Hiragana, Katakana
and Romaji. Hiragana and Katakana
are phonetic symbols, each represent-
ing one syllable. Romaji represents
Japanese sounds using the Roman

14 — January 2022

alphabet. To have attendees under-
stand better, the History of Japanese
writing was introduced. The students
practiced writing their own name in
Katakana.

“I'learn better in writing. If | know
the writing, | can say it, so | would
know what it means,” said Cpl. Nurid
Lewis, a motor transport operator
with Marine Air Control Group 18,
1st Marine Aircraft Wing. By learning
letters, he can familiarize himself with
the language and easily understand
the sound of it.

Two attendees were both first timers

in any Japanese classes. They pre-
ferred knowing the writing before
speaking. “Everyone has their own
strength,” Tamaki nodded.

“Many people think that Japanese
writing is difficult as we use three
different writing systems,” Tamaki
continued. “But if you recognize some
Japanese characters when you go out
in town, you will get motivated to
learn more. At least if you know how
to spell your name in Japanese, it will
be really useful.”

Story and Photo by Yoshie Makiyama
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Installation Commanders' New Year's Greetings

Camp Hansen ¥+> 7 - Nty
Col. Ray Gerber

Akemashite Omedeto Gazimasu
Happy New Year from Camp Hansen,
once again it has been a busy year. With
our ongoing efforts to defeat COVID-19
with the surrounding communities of
Kin, Ginoza and Onna, and our drive to
maintain mission readiness in support
of our great alliance, it is truly a team ef-
fort. We have endured variants, changing
restrictions, and the opportunity of
vaccination as we work toward normalcy in
our lives.

It is with great pride that | and all the Marines, sailors and civil-
ians of Camp Hansen can call you our friends and neighbors. |
wish you all a happy and prosperous 2022

FroT N EVESE LAZ— LA H—IN—KESY
BBIFELTEHTESTEVET,
FrTNEVKVFEOSEUZRL LT, IRERIGEEET

Z 3 Lo, EFFER B OO0 EfkEHEIHEIOFTIVRE

DEWNNRALI BECBLW—FELVELT. TOHR T EELH

KEBZXE T HEBNDEISEZRERTHDIE F—LELTDE

HELTIRBLETSNTEZEWVWED T LI AT EICBE S NHIHREP

EERICEMRCHISL. BREZRVR TNV F U EEEEHTE

WUELT
MEFZLTFr TN\ V2 TOBEKE BEE. ZLTRAA

MERED D ERERAPEATNENDIEZIFEITHEDICEL

9, BIRD20202FICHIF BT HELCEREMZHLET,

Camps Courtney & McTureous
¥y 7 2—bZ—&TZPYTA

Col. Brian M. Harvey

On behalf of the Marines, sailors, and families of Camps Courtney and McTureous, | extend wishes

Camp Schwab ¥»> 73277

Col. Matthew W. Tracy

On behalf of Camp Schwab, | would like
to wish you all a joyful and prosperous
new year. Certainly, the past year was
very difficult for everyone, but we were
blessed to have gracious neighbors
during these challenging times. Despite
the global pandemic, we were able
to successfully demonstrate our core
values of “honor, courage and commit-
ment,” by partaking in numerous com-
munity outreach projects such as our local
community beautification efforts, Halloween
and Christmas goodie bag giveaways at the local nursery schools,
and English language learning support for our local adult and
child classes. Throughout the coming year, we look forward to
inviting our Okinawan friends into our home (Camp Schwab) for
festivals and other activities. Through this sharing of fun, friend-
ship and working relationships, we will be able to develop the
mutual trust and respect between the two communities.

Fvr T V1T TERE. IVa—W-rL——KfE&KY

Fvo T2 —THERRLCBEUEERICHEINTEFHLOEESR
BWLET FEEIZTINTDEICE>THEMNIELWETLEEAR. TD
SOLREGRA CEZAHMAITRTGRAICEEFNE LT, HRARR
FEDFATDHRICH > THHIFITHIT DR T4 7 TDERLIEE. Hilm
DFELEPRBETD/NOTA—PIUARR T LY FDE. T
SNERENDEEAE S OIS B HE L T RSB
DEER CHALE . BER . B I ABZE ORI TENTEE L
KBEIFEFRERLDRE (F+> 727 —7) DRI PHDITEANS
ZALIEWEELCE T, Z L TR LERER EHHICH NI TETET B
WOEEEHEESHDHTENTAFEEEVET,

for a safe and Happy New Year. This year marks the 17th anniversary of Camp Courtney being a proud
member of Uruma City. We are fortunate to have gratifying relationships with the great people of

Okinawa, relationships that continue to stand the test of time and show resolve in light of unique
COVID-19 challenges. We are anxiously awaiting the day that we can, once again, demonstrate soli-
darity through shared interests. Here’s wishing 2022 brings prosperity, longevity,
and good health to our beloved Okinawan neighbors.

ZLTRRCHIET LI
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Camps Foster & Lester
¥ U7 73 RI—& VAT —

Col. Jeff L. Hammond
(left) and Sgt.
Maj. Brian R.
Drechsler

(right)

The last

year was
challenging.

It would have
been much more
challenging for both

the military and local

community without the strong partnership we've built over
the years. We are hopeful that we can continue to grow clos-
er, building on the strong friendship and look with optimism
towards the new year of 2022. We are excited to return to a more
active role and presence in the community so we can enjoy each
other's company and culture while keeping focused together on
a brighter future. Together we can do anything.

FvV T TARAZ—LAZ—FIRE. V17V L NEVFKE(BEE
ERE)RUTSA77R-FLIRS—R ERER (B) &Y
HEFIIHREDET LT RENT TRV FOREEHIFOEREDEK
FRGNZIINIE SVEEGEICG O TV e ERDNE T, KENND
LNELAN2022FIE LB TRV BERZERIFEE IO TRH

EPERBAEICENATEICEUERLCTHIET, HictHpAHLTLnE
gEILES),

Training.

S | Camp Kinser

¥eV7 XY

Col. Douglas R. Burke

vV T F Y -FRE.FIT5R R IN=IKESLY

BRI ELTHSHTEITEVE T, 2021 FFHTVICHRCBEEY, QOISO EBH DR TL
FOFE LT, 2022FFHOERES—HEL KVEREICBRVHRE §2E2RLTHVET, TRITA—I%Z 5.
N=TRZVVIVAIAYY) =S IR $ 25/ F P —TT XA N EHRR, BN ERER T T DMEL D1
NV hEEL, KNZLDERZE T+ T IcBUA T BFF C 9. CDHZEY AR ERT R ERDITEOERERE.
TEAEIAE. BAE LR BAERRHE A—2)—7 57 ZDMOBRE RTHRICHES Y ORESZRL LIS
E I 2022FCZHAH BBEDHBEEDERALLBICHDNET TEZDIVELMALTEIET,

MCAS Futenma % ARAAZE £

Col. Henry “Deebo” Dolberry

The Marines, Sailors, Soldiers, and
amazing civilians of Marine Corps Air
Station Futenma wish a safe and Happy
New Year to our Okinawan and Japa-
nese family! Futenma is proud to be a
member of the Ginowan and Okinawan
community and we are very honored
to be part of the Japanese/American
alliance.

We are grateful to share so many wonder-
ful moments throughout the year with
our local brothers and sisters and we are VERY
happy for all of the opportunities of fellowship and camaraderie
to come in 2022! We look forward to the hopeful return of the
Futenma Flightline Fair, Tuna Cutting, Magic 10 Miler, and more
events that we love to share with our Japanese Family. Thank you
for being awesome and please stay safe.

Happy New Year from MCAS Futenmal!!

EBXEMZEEMBISE. AV —“Ta—KR—" F—A—K{k&")

HREROER. BEREXEREENDEIRKE. BER. BB
VITEAAREESVFEDTHREZBL LIFE 9. BkldZ. BEFEHTR
CHBOIZ1 =7/ D—ETHAT L Fle. BAREED—EZIEST
WBTEEABARICEOTHBIET,

FEREELHTOERESCDERBS LWOERAERE CEDTEITRK
HHITBEEBIT. TDONEICHELELTEH EREDRAPRIBEET T
HaE OOLRE LA LTHIET, 5% TREEHICS WO TEFD
ERXB 7S A 77— T AFEN—T 1 — I v 7103 A
RSV UEEDRBRETN HICTNEDARY M EELGTENTEN
REBWET, BEDTIERICESHDE T AD. EHROZEE TR e
LEET

T REMZEEMKVBITELTHESHTESTETVET!

Happy New Year! 2021 went by too quickly and we missed many opportunities to bond as a community due
to COVID. | am optimistic that 2022 will bring us back together and | am looking forward to seeing more of our
neighbors in the coming months. We are eager to open the camp for Tedako Walk, Half Marathon, tree lighting, Santa
Run, Kinser Friendship Festival, Camp Tours, historical display visits, and many other events. Special thanks to Mayor
Matsumoto, the Urasoe City Government, the Police and Fire Departments, Chamber of Commerce,
Urasoe City International Association, Rotary Club and many others. We are excited to spend time with
our hosts throughout Urasoe, Naha, and all of Okinawa in 2022!

2022 1A% — 11
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Japanese speaking

Marine shares
thoughts on local

radio show

At the arrival gate in Narita airport,
you will see the sign “Welcome to
Japan” in English and “Okaeri nasai”
in Japanese. “Seeing it made me feel
like | was back,” Col. Jason S. D. Perry,
the assistant division commander
of 3rd Marine Division at Camp
Courtney, expressed. "“Welcome to
Japan’ was translated into ‘Okaeri
nasai (welcome home)’, not ‘Nihonhe
youkoso (welcome to Japan)’.”

Perry shared his thoughts with
Yoshikazu lha, the chairman and
executive director of FM Uruma, a
community broadcasting station in
Uruma City. Perry was a guest speaker
for the radio show called “Information
from Camp Courtney” in which it was
all done in Japanese on July 28, 2021.

“'Seisei Kakuden’ is the word |
created and means to deliver accurate
information broadly and correctly,”
said Iha. “We want the individual to
talk in their own words. That is how
we operate our radio shows. Hence,
it is best if the person speaks in
Japanese because those are the words
the person chose to use.”

Perry previously served as the
commanding officer of 4th Marine
Regiment at Camp Schwab and
camp commander of Camp Schwab
and is well known in the Henoko
area in Nago City, the neighboring
communities of Camp Schwab, due
to his fluent Japanese. Now that he is
at Camp Courtney, Ichiro Umehara,
Camps Courtney and McTureous
community relations specialist, invited
him to the show which Umehara has
participated in every Wednesday
since December 2017.

Umehara started the show retelling
his astonishment at seeing Perry
cutting down bushes at a prayer site

10 — January 2022

and cave in the
jungles of Camp
Courtney for
Tengan sub-village
residents one day among young
Marine volunteers. Perry recalled and
said that it was when he found out
about “Utaki,” a sacred grove or place
of worship. Umehara said that Perry
“yonda,” read, the words on the stone
monument, which even Umehara,

the Japanese native, could hardly
understand. Perry shyly corrected that
he “yomouto shita”, tried to read.

Perry shared his experience living
in a “roku-jo,” six tatami mat sized,
room apartment and went to “sento,”
public bath, while he was in mainland
Japan as a missionary during the two-
year break from his college.

When Sugako Matsumoto, the radio
personality, mentioned the language
differences which you may not find
in a dictionary, Perry gave examples.
“Dara” means “an idiot” in Toyama
prefecture but in Aichi, it means “isn’t
it.” However, when he first heard the
word in Aichi, he did not realize it was
used differently there and wondered
why he was being called an idiot.

Perry, a seventh dan, or seventh-
degree black belt, in karate, talked
about his backstory on karate and said
karate is connected to all the aspects
in Okinawa culture and everyday
life. Matsumoto agreed the hand
movements in “Eisa,” the Ryukyu
drum dance, and “Kachashii,” dance
to express joy, are all similar to the
kata in karate. Matsumoto said that
Perry seems to fit in the Okinawa
community but stressed that it only
happens because he honors the local
culture.

“We have limited time in Okinawa,”

.

E.anﬁ‘w

§:098-965-4868

said Perry. “I want to utilize this
chance and want to be a bridge
between Okinawa and the U.S.

Marine Corps.”

According to Umehara, Perry
recently cleaned up graffiti on the
wall in Okinawa city park with his son.
They washed the wall with a pressure
hose and repainted the wall with
the help from his Okinawan friend.
“As part of volunteer experience, |
wanted my son to learn how to be
a contributor in society,” Perry said.
“Even with the different language and
culture, it is important to do volunteer
work and serve others.”

Matsumoto concluded that she
wishes to have more interactions
with Camp Courtney since Perry is
now at Camp Courtney. She hopes to
introduce listeners not just Okinawan
culture, or American TV, movies
and dramas, but also the common
Americans’ life and culture. “We
welcome ‘Chanpuru’ mingle-mangle,
because we are O-kina-wa.”

Story and photo by Yoshie Makiyama

A Japanese newspaper reporter interviews Col.
Jason S. D. Perry.
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terview Col. Jason S. D. Perry, the current assistant division commander of 3rd Marine Division
at Camp Courtney after reading an article about him on the 2021 spring issue of the Big Circle

(https://www.dvidshub.net/publication/issues/57645). His purpose was to know more about

karate related stories of Perry.
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UDP Marines’ attack Nago beaches

in massive cleanup effort

Over 100 Marines participated in
widespread cleanup efforts at beaches
in the neighboring communities of
Camp Schwab, July 30, 2021. The
Marines from 3rd Assault Amphibian
Battalion, 1st Marine Division, Camp
Pendleton, California, conducted the
large-scale volunteer activity which
covered five beaches and shorelines in
four districts in Nago-city during their
time off.

“For AAV Marines, the beach is our
home. We work and train in the ocean
and must treat it with respect and
make sure there is no trash,” said
Capt. Lance C. Sutton, a company
commander with the battalion.
“When we come to Okinawa, we
also must be a part of the Okinawan
community. We wanted to help our
local communities make a difference
and clean the beaches. We hope that
this small action can bring the Marines
and Okinawans closer together as a
community.”

At 6:30 a.m., in the early morning
sunlight, you could already feel the
heat of the day to come. The 112
Marines loaded into vehicles to head
to their designated areas. Twenty-two
members were assigned to Matsuda-
no-Hama beach, 18 to Mae-no-Hama
beach both in Henoko. Another 18
to Kunjida-Hama beach (Sea Glass) in
Toyohara, and 21 to the coastal line
in Futami. The largest group of 29 was
to take care of Mae-no-Hama beach

Over 100 deployed Marines from Camp Pendleton, California, gather to clean five Okinawa beaches in Nago.
100N EDH ) 741V =T INDSDERIESKEDN F > 72T T EBEDS DDEEEREHNDOHICES,
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(Sand Dollar Beach) in Kushi. The
remaining four Marines rode the truck
assigned for trash pickup.

At the shoreline in Futami, District
Mayor Satoshi Gisuji welcomed
members, expressing his appreciation
for the past six years of U.S. Marines
continuous support for their coastal
line cleanups. Due to the recent
Typhoon, even though villagers
cleaned up the shoreline a month ago,
there were many large pieces of debris
such as: buoys, crates, baskets, ropes,
pallets, and pipes in addition to plastic
bottles, cans and some small trash,
the beach littering.

“Because of the way the bay is
shaped, it is easy for drifting objects
to accumulate on this shoreline,”
Tsuneharu Senaha, a resident of
Futami, said. “We really appreciate
Marines volunteering to pick up the
large debris.”

Senaha brought his daughter and
her friends to help with the cleanup.
“I was surprised and shocked to see
so much trash here. It was more than
| expected,” said Saku Gisuiji, a fourth
grader at a local elementary school
and a friend, Senaha’s daughter. “I
really want the people who threw
away those trash to think deeply.”

A lot of members who cleaned up
the Futami shoreline expected a sand
beach but it turned out to be one of
the hardest beaches to clean because
the trash was stuck in the dirt and

mud. However, in the end, everyone
smiled and said the beach looked nice
and the finished product was pretty
good. They all agreed that they would
definitely come again if there was
another chance to volunteer within
their six-month stay in Okinawa.

“Marines have a sense of purpose,
once they get started, they don’t want
to stop until they get done,” said Staff
Sgt. Lathan J. Faver who was assigned
to Mae-no-hama Beach in Kushi.

Sgt. Adrian G. Paez, also cleaning the
Mae-no-hama, stated that the cleanup
opportunities were good for everyone
since they got to see surrounding
areas. “Outside the American bases,
there is a lot we don’t know about.”

After spending over four hours for
the cleanup, the Marines collected
10 loads of trash in a three-ton truck
from all five beaches. Once the
trash was taken to Camp Schwab,
they separated the trash for proper
disposal.

Charles A. DeCesari, camp director
for Camp Schwab, believes that
Marines were all trying to do their
part to keep Okinawa clean. He does
not believe that it was an “our job” or
“their job” situation. He emphasized
that the local beaches are used by
members of the Status of Forces
Agreement very often and we all share
the responsibility of keeping them
clean.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama
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Marines load a pile of collected sea debris onto a three-ton truck.
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FOLEST is a bilingual newsletter that Hiroko Tomimura, for Camps
Foster and Lester community relations specialist, has published
since 1998. Big Circle is republishing archived FOLEST to share the
information of differences in people’s lifestyles on and off base.

Any questions on FOLEST, contact Ms. Tomimura: 098-970-7766 (direct line)
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Halloween, What does the word remind you of?
Carved pumpkins, having a party in funny costumes? In
the past, Halloween was actually a pagan religious
event. Nowadays, it is celebrated just for fun. It is held
on 31 Oct. If it falls on a weekday, Trick or weat will
be on the closest weekend from 31 Oct. People dress
like witches, ghosts and anything they want to be. It's
make-believe.

Something in common with Kyubon??
Sounds strange, isn't it? As you lmow, Kyubon is a time to
welcome spirits of our ancestors from the after-world to their
home on earth for three days. The period is from 13 to 15 July
by the lunar calendar. People cook special food and relatives
get together at the house that has the family's altar. Halloween
was also once considered as a time for spirits of ancestors to
come down to the earth once a year. Those funny looking
witches and ghosts represented spirits from the after- world.

What happened to Halloween?

It was changed by involving many kinds of races (It
gets like world history class.) The origin goes way back
to the first Century. The Celts believed the souls of the
dead visited the earth every year on the last day of
October. Romans conquered them and blended their
culture. By 1800, when many people immigrated to the U.S,

many cultures merged and Halloween was not a happy time then. To some people,
it became time to play tricks on others.
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Marines and volunteers bring Halloween spirit to Japanese children
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.S. Marines, Camp Schwab USO volunteers,
U and community relations specialists with

Camp Schwab interacted with Japanese
children and handed out Halloween-themed goodie
bags in Nago, Okinawa, Japan, Oct. 29, 2021. The
volunteers visited four local elementary schools,
gave out more than 300 bags of candy, and enjoyed
interacting with the community for the first time in
a long time due to restrictions of the COVID-19. This
annual event provides an opportunity for Marines
to dress up in costumes and interact with the local
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to participate in a cultural exchange Halloween event hosted
by the Bechtel Elementary School Advisory Committee at the
Kawasaki Community Center, Okinawa, Japan, on Oct. 27, 2021.
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Students from Kawasaki Elementary School in Uruma gather
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Continuity is the key — Resumption of tsunami evacuation dirill

d o

Camp Foster opened up its gates
to the local communities for a
tsunami evacuation drill Nov. 3,
2021. Even with the challenge of
the pandemic and its short notice,
27 Chatan residents participated
in the drill.

The annual drill started in 2013
as a result of the Great East Japan
Earthquake which happened
March 11, 2011. Due to that
natural disaster, a Local Implementation Agreement was
signed between the Marine Corps, Ginowan City and Chatan
Town which allows the local community to use the base to
evacuate in case of an emergency. The drill was not held in
2020 due to the spread of COVID-19.

“I just learned about disasters in my social studies class
at school,” said Ichika Oshiro, a fourth grader at Kitatama
Elementary School, who participated in the drill with her
mother and younger siblings. “Mother asked me if | wanted
to join the evacuation drill on Camp Foster, and | said "YES!”
Ichika nodded that she could share her knowledge with her
friends when the time came.

Col. Jeffrey L. Hammond, camp commander of Camps Fos-
ter and Lester, stated that the exercise was held in case of a
catastrophe. “It is good to practice and it is good to get back
into practice,” said Hammond, emphasizing the importance
of being prepared rather than figuring it out when some-
thing happened.

Participants spent about 20 minutes walking the evac-
uation route on Camp Foster from Gate 5, known as the
Kitamae or commissary gate, and out to Gate 7, the hospital
gate.

“If we practice and know where to evacuate, it will help
and save our lives in the event of an earthquake or tsuna-
mi,” said Tsutae Tokuda, district mayor of Kitamae, which
has many areas less than five meters above sea level. “We

Participants keep walkmg

up the lengthy uphill slope
to higher ground.
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would like to have more initiatives to keep our residents safe

and cooperate with camps to inform them.”

v
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- *‘ The residents of Kitamae district participate
__ with their young children for the first time.
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Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama

Chatan recognizes Marines' support
RO Y> T TARR—

Chatan Town presented the appreciation award to Col. Jeffrey L.
Hammond, camp commander, and Sgt. Maj. Brian R. Drechsler, sergeant
major, of Camps Foster and Lester for the U.S. Marine Corps Camp
Foster's crossguard volunteer support at the Kitatama Elememtary School
4 for the past four years.
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Col. Hammond, second from left, and Sgt. Maj. Drechsler, left, pose
with staff members of Chatan Town.
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1 Jennifer Hammond holds a
¢ book while a Marine reading
o from it.
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Col. Jeffrey L. Hammond, holding a water hose with a shower
head as a sea snake, throws a green net which plays as
seaweed at a Marine who plays the role of the main character.
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Camp Foster continues to seek ways to

Col. Jeffrey L. Haommond, camp
commander of Camps Foster and
Lester and commanding officer of
Headquarters and Support Battalion,
his family, five Marines, and Camps
Foster and Lester Community
Relations Specialist, Hiroko Tomimura,
filmed a book reading skit and
provided road guard support at the
crosswalk near Kitatama Elementary
School July 6, 2021.

Despite the difficulty in interacting
with local communities for over a year
due to COVID-19 measures, Marines
have been able to consistently help
the children travel safely to school.

“No matter the weather, rain, wind,
or storm, Hiroko-san comes to help
us watch the children crossing the
road every Tuesday and Thursday,”
said Toru Yamashiro, the principal of
Kitatama Elementary School. “She
brings Marines with her and they are
really helpful.”

The Marines have been helping the
children safely get to school since
2017, only stopping briefly when the
school was closed or COVID clusters
sprung up among Marines in Okinawa.
However, Tomimura wanted to do
more. She came up with the idea to
have volunteers read books in English
and act out the story on camera.
Those who volunteer as road guards
will stay and act out a skit to be
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recorded.

“l saw the information on Oki News
Today (Marine Corps Mass email
distribution) and talked to Hiroko
about today’s activity. | have been a
road guard before and it was good to
see children crossing the road safely,”
said Hammond. “Also | brought
my two oldest daughters to have
something to do in Okinawa before
they start school in the U.S.”

Jennifer Hommond, wife of
Hammond, smiled and said that
during the lockdown two years ago,
she could see the numerous activities
the children have at school from their
house. As a mother of three children
herself, and her third time in Okinawa,
she said that she wanted to do her
part and help make sure children are
safe on their way to school.

After all the kids made it to school,
the volunteers moved to the Kitatama
Community Center, where they filmed
a skit from the book “Clark in the Deep
Sea” by R. W. Alley.

Tomimura, quite an expert after
having filmed four times now,
prepared all the stage props, such as
a green net to be used as seaweed, a
water hose with a shower head as a
sea snake, and a skateboard for the
actor to lay on for smooth movement.

“l was nervous but also curious at
first,” said Lance Cpl. Jasmine Dickson,

an expeditionary airfield systems
technician with Marine Wing Support
Squadron 172, Marine Aircraft Group
36, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing. “It would
be nice if everyone could read the
book one time before starting but now
| know how it works, | can do better
next time.”

Aurora Hammond, acting the role
of the main character, and Laurel
Hammond, taking the role of sound
effects, enjoyed both crossing guard
and the book reading and acting.

“It was amazing. It was great to see
all the children. They were cute and
friendly,” said both about the earlier
event at the crosswalks.

“It was a special opportunity. The
skit was fun, too. | have never done
acting and was nervous but it all
turned out to be great,” said both.
“Hopefully the children enjoy it as
much as we enjoyed making it,” said
Laurel, the older sister. “We had a lot
of fun making it, so | hope the children
can tell through the video,” nodded
Aurora.

Video recording for the book
readings that followed the crossing
guard duties has taken place since
October 2020 and this was the fifth
occurrence and given to the school
and other local facilities near Camp
Foster.

Story and Photos by Yoshie Makiyama



Hiroko Tomimura explains the process
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Happy New Year to all the readers!!

As a greeting from our director, the “Big Circle” will be published only
three times a year starting this year. We are very sorry that we could
not inform you of the cancellation of our Fall issue last year. Even
though the numbers of times are reduced, the “Big Circle” will follow
any community relations events camps hold. Please look forward to
the next issue.
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Big Circle
REGE

Big Circle is an authorized publication of the United States Marine Corps.
However, the contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views of,
or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government, or Department of
Defense. It is published in every four months by Communication Strategy
and Operations, Marine Corps Installations Pacific. Big Circle is on the
Web at https://www.dvidshub.net/publication/1184/the-big-circle.

Email subscriptions to this publication are available online by
subscribing via https://www.dvidshub.net/publication/1184/the-big-
circle. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest issue has been
published on the Web. The publication can be viewed in PDF format
online or downloaded.
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On the cover

Collage from 2021 events,
strengthen the alliances
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We want your feedback on Big Circle magazine!

Please take our survey and let us know what you think by
following this link: https://bit.ly/201q125

74— MRZEE: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
HQRL3D2
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Okinawa International University
students tour Camp Kinser
HEEREAR O ENEEBEE RS

-

2

Students from Okinawa International University listen to Ichino Kuba, Camp Kinser community relations specialist, for the story of
the Battle of Okinawa at the Kinser Battle of Okinawa Historical Display while a student holds a displayed gun to feel the weight of
the real gun which were used during the battle.

They visited Camp Kinser on Nov. 22, 2021, for the first time after the COVID-19 outbreak. Students took a tour of the Camp Kinser
starting with the meeting of the Camp Commander, Col. Douglas Burke, a question and answer interactive class with Col. Neil Owens,
the assistant chief of staff of G-7, government and external affairs, Marine Corps Installations Pacific, the Battle of Okinawa Historical
Display tour, lunch at the Camp Kinser Mess Hall, and a walkthrough of Marines’ living quarters.
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